Students’ Representative Council
Minutes
25.01.21
Air Bar, DUSA
Attendance
SRC Councillors/Representatives
Parissa Robinson (SRC Chair), Adam Brady (Sports Union President), Aroob Manzoor (Women’s), Eamonn Custance (General), Elisabeth Taylor (LGBT+), Hoa Wu (Research PG), Ilakkiya Ezhilmaran (Taught PG), Jingze Liu (International), Maitane Sandonis Perez (Environmental and Sustainability), Mathew Carson (Learning and Teaching), Pooja Mohite (Employability), Rabia Hussain (Equality, Diversity and Welfare), Roshini Lobo (Mature), Zaid Khan (General), Keith Harris (Rector)
School Presidents 
Cameron Irons (Social Sciences), Dominic Lee (Medicine), Dr Shriya Shripad Ambhaikar (Science & Engineering), Hannah Comrie (Humanities), Gigi Gan (Dentistry), Lauren Marie Kennedy (Art and Design), Nicole Coutinho Garrido (Life Sciences), Ossama Morjani (Business), Simone Bairstow (Health Sciences)
Executive
Dimitris Vidakis (President), Samantha McElhinney (Vice President of Representation/Convener), Zechariah Laari (Vice President of Academia), Laura Van Overbeek Crusells (Vice President of Community), Megan-Rose Birdsall (Vice President of Fundraising)
Guests / Observers 
Cheryl-Ann Cruickshank (Chief Executive Officer), Chris Gourley (Head of Operations – Student Experience), Ronald Bowie (Chair of Court), Stewart Squire (Democratic Support and Policy Coordinator), Ramya Rajaram (Student Voice Support Officer)
Minute Taker 
Anna Broggi (Business Support Officer) 
Apologies 
Ibitomilayo Komolafe (BME), Muhammad Talha (Housing), Zining Lee (General), Josh Sutcliffe (Vice President of Student Activities)

1. Chair’s Welcome
1.1 Cameron Irons informed that he would be chairing this meeting as Parissa Robinson was unable to attend in person. 
1.2 The Chair introduced Keith Harris as the Rector and Ronald Bowie as the Chair of Court to the SRC. 

2 Minutes of last meeting 
2.1 The Chair asked if there were any issues with the Minutes from the 7th of December 2021. 
2.2 Laura Van Overbeek Crusells raised that her name was misspelled in the Apologies section. 
2.3 Cameron provided that Anna Broggi would amend that. The minutes were then approved. 

3 Action Tracker 
3.1 The Chair asked Samantha McElhinney to update on the Action Tracker. 
Action 11: Samantha updated that she had posted the poll on that day and asked that all members complete it, so that a consultation for the university could then be written.
Action 12: Samantha informed that FLF had provided a copy of the Election’s report and this had been uploaded to the Teams Channel. 
Action 13: Samantha provided that FLF had been made aware of SRC request of more frequent updates, however this would not be applicable at the moment as FLF had not been active since before the Christmas break. 
Action 14: Samantha explained that this action would carry over to the next meeting as Eamonn Custance was currently working on amending the Support for Working Group on Student Sex Workers motion. 
3.2 The Chair provided, on behalf of Parissa, that as of the next meeting the action tracker would have all actions undertaken by the current SRC included into one document. 

4 Environmental a Sustainability Awareness Campaign 
4.1 The Chair invited Maitane Sandonis Perez to present her motion. 
4.2 Maitane introduced the motion by explaining the scope of it: increasing awareness amongst the student body around the environmental crisis. Maitane further outlined that the campaign would consist with providing general information and explaining the effects of carbon footprint, both on a community level and on an individual level. Maitane elaborated that the campaign would also be solution-oriented and that it would conclude with a student-led research conference. Maitane asked than anyone interested in this project speak to her after the SRC meeting. 
4.3 Parissa enquired of what was meant in the paper by a ‘mindful student body’ and Maitane explained that her intention was to open up the conversation of individual and collective carbon footprint, arguing that even the individual could affect it greatly. 
4.4 Elizabeth Taylor suggested that Maitane could include elements in the campaign veered to action on a larger scale – for instance, Elizabeth proposed providing a template to write to MPs. Maitane acknowledged Elizabeth’s point and outlined that her idea was to embrace an offer and demand approach, so it would depend on the engagement received from the student body. 
4.5 Dimitris Vidakis enquired whether Maitane had contacted John Roland for support, as he was very involved in this topic and Samantha could facilitate this collaboration, and Samantha confirmed that they had in fact already been in touch with John and he was aware of the conference they were organising. 
4.6  Dimitris also asked Ronald if the Court would endorse this campaign. Ronald provided that the Court was in the process of finalising their environmental strategy, and that they would support SRC in raising awareness. 
4.7 The Chair asked if all members were ready to vote on the action. Samantha clarified that at the end of the vote there was an option to express whether they wanted to be involved in the working group for the planning of the conference. 
4.8 21 members voted Yes to pass the motion, and 1 chose abstention. 
4.9 The motion was passed. 

5 Eamonn’s Update
5.1 Eamonn provided that he was currently waiting to hear back from the experts he had contacted and would have a more substantial update for the next meeting. Eamonn shared that he had asked the experts to prepare the survey to send out. 

6 Sub-Committee Updates
6.1 The Chair invited the members of the Sub-Committee to provide updates. 
6.2 Education Sub-Committee – Ramya Rajaram outlined that Mathew Carson had sent out a survey to all school presidents to distribute regarding the proposal of organising a revision week before exams. Ramya specified that the channel to assess the survey would be open for two weeks. 
6.3 Gigi Gan recommended that they communicate and explain to university staff would be beneficial. 
6.4 Stewart outlined that he and the SVSOs would have an update for the next SRC when closer work with the subcommittees was undertaken. 

7 SRC Question Time 
7.1 Samantha updated that she would be posting weekly on Facebook again about the SRC and hoped that this would result in an increase in engagement from the student body. 
7.2 Regarding Instagram, Samantha outlined that it was still a work-in-progress as the COMMs team had to ensure the channel was set up safely. Samantha shared she hoped the account would be up and running for the next meeting. 
7.3 Parissa stated that the website was confusing in the way it relayed information. Samantha provided that the website would be restructured when the new web-designer started on February 7th. Dimitris supported that Fraser, the new web-designer, would also be analysing demographics and online traffic and would redesign the website accordingly.
7.4 The Chair asked Samantha to update on the action for the VPSA regarding the updating of the list of societies online. Samantha provided that Josh Sutcliffe had explained that societies could not be removed from the list unless they had made DUSA aware that they were no longer active. 
7.5 Dimitris announced that tonight was the first club night of the semester and it was sold out with £2000 tickets claimed. 
7.6 The Chair asked Stewart if there were more sessions planned in regards to training on how to write a motion. Stewart confirmed that he was planning on doing so, and if sessions were not feasible, the training would be provided through the documents available on the Teams Channel, which he would be updating. 

8 AOCB
8.1 The Chair asked if there were any AOCB and Dimitris asked to speak. 
8.2 Dimitris outlined that there had been a considerable increase in safeguarding cases, a lot of which focused on bullying behaviour online. Dimitris gave some examples of cases, such as sexual harassment, assault, alleged rape, and online and in-person bullying. He further explained that the police had to be involved in some of these cases, and one had led to imprisonment. Dimitris explained that the university was hoping there would be a campaign on awareness around some of these issues. Dimitris shared that, as part of the campaign, there could be an all day event similar to the one held for ‘We Own the Night’, and explained that he would like this campaign to be launched swiftly. For this reason, Dimitris provided that he would like to create a working group, with individuals who will devote their time to the planning of this campaign. 
8.3 Elizabeth highlighted her concerns surrounding engagement, as she had attended We Own the Night and there were a few of the workshops that only had a couple of people present. Dimitris provided that as an organization even if only one cases is prevented that is still a win, and he clarified he was looking for a team of 5 to 7 people. 
8.4 Mathew Carson shared that in the previous institute that he attended seminar and workshops, like the ones for We Own the Night, were compulsory for students that lived in university halls and proposed that that might be an idea to ensure everyone attended. Dimitris acknowledge that this approach might be effective but it was not democratic and would therefore be very problematic. 
8.5 Stewart enquired about the demographic that this campaign would be trying to reach and questioned whether there was an approach that would enable the use of the classroom environment as a platform for it. Dimitris supported the approach of bringing the campaign to the students, and offered that lecture shoutouts could be used, where people would go in a lecture, present and distribute the materials.
8.6 Dominique asked Dimitris whether the school presidents of the schools with the most cases would be informed. Dimitris explained that due to confidentiality he could not provide this information, and advised that each school president treat their school as if they were the one who had the most cases and that way they would ensure they had a proactive approach. 
8.7 The Chair highlighted that Sarah Browne had uploaded X as a course on mydundee available to everyone, and encouraged all school presidents to have class representatives do a shoutout about it in lectures. Hannah Comrie added that anyone interested in learning more and educating themselves on the topic were welcome to join the Gender Based Violence sessions. 
8.8 Dimitris emphasised that this campaign would have to have a very focused scope and he proposed the topics to first focus on should be online bullying and revenge porn. 
8.9 Eamonn asked on the timeline of contact with incoming students, as the first contact he had with university was through the Facebook pages in June and already in those first three months leading up to moving to university there was cases of online bullying. Dimitris agreed that there was a need for having these modules included in the pre-matriculation packets and to be accessible to everyone. 
8.10 Maitane outlined that DUSA had been successful in carrying out a variety of campaigns, however there was a gap in the reporting system. Dimitris agreed that there had been issues with reporting, but he provided that Chris Gourley and Stewart Squire were in the process of rewriting the disciplinary process and reviewing the bylaws. 
8.11 Cheryl-Ann Cruickshank updated that DUSA was in the process of developing a safeguarding policy that would work alongside the university’s one. She explained that at the moment there was an agreement in place with the university that allowed them to share concerns and information related to safeguarding in the university. However, the university processes were not always accessible; therefore, DUSA would not be creating different processes, rather creating a framework that would support the university and render it more accessible. Cheryl-Ann further outlined that currently the bylaws had no mention of safeguarding, and she would want that to change and would be happy to work alongside interested members on this. 
8.12 The Chair asked on behalf of Parissa that in future a trigger warning be given prior to discussing a topic such as this. 
8.13 Nicole Coutinho Garrido supported that every school should have a wellbeing officer – the benefits of having an officer would be that it would provide a higher lever of confidentiality for the student and it would constitute more trained support. 
8.14 Chris proposed a survey to be sent out to better understand the engagement that students have with the university student services and with DUSA services. 
8.15 Laura highlighted that there had been the welfare champions initiative which had DUSA members placed in every school. Dimitris added that the E, D & I Leads should already be the wellbeing officers that Nicole proposed. Stewart clarified that their role was that of sign-posting. 
8.16 Hannah reported that she would be happy to sit with any of the school presidents as she had been provided with a considerable amount of training around confidentiality. 
8.17 Stewart highlighted there was a need to have clarity of who the person responsible for wellbeing was in each school as they all had different structures and staffing levels. 
8.18 The Chair asked Dimitris to send an email out with specific requirements and expectations for the campaign so that the interested members could join the working group. 
8.19 Samantha reminded everyone that the spring elections would happen in February with nominations opening on the 11th for the executive positions, the school presidents and the SRC Chair. 
8.20 The Chair thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting. 
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Paper: 
Paper Title: Environmental and Sustainability Awareness Campaign
Date:
Author/proposer: Maitane Sandonís 
Position: Environment and Sustainability Representative
Seconder/s:
Position/s: 
Introduction
The present motion proposes to launch a sustainability campaign for UoD students during semester 2 of academic year 2021-2022. This aims to provide students with information on how to make student life more sustainable, and on the university’s available services that could help in this process. 
General information
With Scotland’s 2045 net zero carbon deadline approaching (1), it is crucial to get Scottish citizens involved in the issue of carbon emission offsetting. As the University of Dundee SRC, we should therefore aim to encourage our student body to actively take part in the individual carbon footprint reduction. 
With this campaign we would provide students with:
1. General information on the carbon footprint and why our individual CO2 emissions have a significant impact on global emissions (2). 
2. Advice on the different options to reduce our carbon footprint (2). 
3. Information on the university’s available resources to live more sustainably (societies, recycling points, events, venues, etc.)
4. A talk from an expert in the felid (To be determined).
Conclusion + Motion 
This project is therefore intended to make students more aware of the critical environmental situation globally and locally, and provide them with tools to make a change on the individual level. This would result in a more mindful student body and therefore help shape the University’s plans in a sustainable fashion. With the motion being passed, we will go ahead with the proposed sustainability campaign.
References
1. Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act (2019 asp 15). Retrieved from legislation.gov.uk: Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019 (legislation.gov.uk)
2. Ivanova, D., Barrett, J., Wiedenhofer, D., Macura, B., Callaghan, M. W., & Creutzig, F. (2020). Quantifying the potential for climate change mitigation of consumption options. Environmental Research Letters, 15(9). Retrieved from IOPscience: https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ab8589 
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