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16th March 2021
On Teams
In attendance – Councilors 
Lois Glithero (Chair), Gigi Gan (Independent Member of Court), Laura Van Overbeek Crusells (Employability Representative), Kimberly Forsyth (Mature Representative), Josh Sutcliffe (General Representative), Lauren Geiser (Environment and Sustainability Representative), Linda Oliora (Women’s Representative), Elena Gastaldo (International Representative), Zachariah Laari (Black and Minority Representative), Sneha Thomas (Learning and Teaching Representative), Shambhunath (General Representative), Faiza Shajani (Equality and Diversity Representative), Chiara Ike (LGBT+ Representative), Keith Winter (Rector Assessor)
Executive
Rebecca Johnston (Vice President of Representation – Convener, Scott Quinn (DUSA President), Martha Umeh Ude-Eze (Vice President of Academia), Lauren MacGregor (Vice President of Student Welfare), Saffron-Louise Cook (Vice President of Communications and Campaigns), Izuin Hanis (Vice President of Engagement), Megan-Rose Birdsall (Vice President of Fundraising),
School Presidents
Dimitris Vidakis (Social Sciences School President), Carike Barnardo (Health Sciences School President), Benedict Leonard-Hawkhead (Business School President), Conor Philip (Science and Engineering School President), Calum Stewart (Dentistry School President), Rachael Ross (Education and Social Work School President), Lauren Wilson (Life Sciences School President)
DUSA Staff
Stewart Squire (Democratic Support & Policy Coordinator – minute taker), James Parker (Student Voice Support Officer), Rebecca Cavanagh (Student Voice Support Officer), Ann Brown (Observer)  
Apologies
Rebecca Duff (Art & Design School President), Christopher Beckett (Humanities School President) and Dan Sayer (Sports Union President).
Item
1.0 Chair’s Welcome
1.1 The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting.

2.0 Apologies
2.1 The Chair provided apologies for Rebecca Duff, Dan Sayer and Chris Beckett.

3.0 Minutes
3.1 The Chair asked members to review the minutes of the last meeting and asked for any amendments. Benedict informed the Chair that he had sent apologies prior to the meeting and asked for that to be noted in the minutes.  
3.2 The minutes were proposed by Josh Sutcliffe and seconded by Laura Van Overbeek Crusells as an accurate account of the last meeting.

4.0 Divest Barclays
4.1 The Chair invited Lauren (Geiser) to speak to her motion. Lauren explained that the purpose of the motion was to urge the University of Dundee (UoD) to discontinue banking with Barclays Bank and not to invite the bank to student focused events. Lauren added that Barclays were the largest investor bank in fossil fuels and outlined the impact on the environment and other activities associated with the bank’s investments. Lauren spoke about recent UoD divestment activity from fossil fuels and self-imposed standards but pointed out that these were contradicted through their dealings with Barclays Bank. Lauren was happy to take questions on the motion.
4.2 The Chair invited members questions. Saffron-Louise Cook congratulate Lauren on the paper and asked to confirm if the aim was to ban Barclays from all student facing engagement and provided the example of Job Fairs and that their attendance was a great opportunity for student employment. Lauren explained that during the development of the motion that had not been considered and invited James Parker to speak. James informed the Council that the divest campaign did not seek to prevent student employment but focused on driving student business away from Barclays. 
4.3 Dimitris Vidakis asked about the financial impact on the University if it was to break agreements with Barclays. Lauren spoke about the aim of the motion was for UoD to review its ethical investment policy and to switch business to another bank. She added that UoD currently used seven different banks services and other banks could step up as a replacement. Dimitris thanked Lauren for her answer but raised concern about whether UoD could remove itself from agreements it may have. Lauren asked James to speak on the matter. James explained that through his reading of the university’s banking policy there wasn’t anything around how it removed itself from a banking agreement. James spoke about the development of the motion through the On Campus sub-committee and that it had come to the group through People and Plant who had worked on a previous divestment campaign. They had been told by UoD that it had not had any plans to stop banking with Barclays. James went on that there were requirements for working with new banks. James added that if it were to close the accounts the alternative would have to meet the criteria.  
4.4  Izuin Hanis thanked Lauren for the motion and asked if there had been any conversation with the University. Lauren asked James to speak to the matter and James informed members that they had contacted Registry to investigate whether Barclays could not attend matriculation events which he believed was simple to do. James added that they had not gone to UoD on ending banking with Barclays as yet. 
4.5 The Chair asked for any further questions which none were given and the Chair moved to voting and the motion passed:
For – 23
Against – 2
Abstention - 1

5.0 Bye-Law 3
5.1 The Chair invited Rebecca Johnston to speak to the motion and Rebecca explained with the impact of Brexit the amendment to Bye-Law 3 was in line with legal changes. Rebecca invited Stewart Squire to speak to the paper. Stewart provided a background to the development of the motion and explained that there was currently a provision in Bye-Law 3 pertaining to non-EU students and their eligibility to run for sabbatical positions. Since Brexit there was a need to amend this part of the Bye-Law to include students from the EU, EEA and Single Market. 
5.2 Stewart emphasised that this did not prevent students from EU, EEA and Single Market member states from running for positions but was focused on finding out their immigration status as early as possible so appropriate advice and support could be given. Stewart informed members that he had been advised that students who had Settled or Pre-Settled status had valid leave to take up Sabbatical positions. He added that advice had been sought from UoD International Advice Team, The UK Council for International Student Affairs and Student Awards Agency Scotland. 
5.3 The Chair opened the discussion up for questions. Dimitris asked about students who had not completed their settled status and whether this affected them from running. Stewart explained that the advice he had received that pre-settled status was still valid leave but stressed the quicker that himself and Rebecca were aware the quicker advice could be given.    
5.4 The Chair asked members to move to a vote and the motion passed

For – 24
Against – 0
Abstain -   2

6.0 SRC Engagement Survey 
6.1 The Chair invited Josh Sutcliff to give an update on the recent SRC Engagement Survey. Josh provided an overview of the results and explained that the survey had 76 responses with 75 students fully answering the survey. Josh did recognizes that it was not a large response but there was a lot of qualitative information which provided important findings. 
6.2 Josh provided some of the results and informed members of the responder demographics with 92% identifying as on campus learners and that 64% didn’t vote in the last SRC elections. Josh further added that the survey had measured responses using the Likert scale.
6.3  Josh continued that when responders were asked about how confident they were in contacting the SRC, 39% disagree and a large position were unsure how to do so. Josh added that when asked about virtual surgery’s responders were keen on idea but were positive to having regular video updates. 
6.4 Josh followed on explaining that email and newsletters were considered the best way to contact students as well as social media. Josh concluded with five key points to move forward with. He believed that it was important to raise the profile of the SRC, for students to hear from the Council more often but that it was important to find the right medium. He felt that it was important for members to make themselves more approachable and easier to contact, it was important to distinguish DUSA emails and UoD emails and that communications needed to be clearer. 
6.5 The Chair opened the discussion to questions and Dimitris thanked Josh for his work but found the responses disappointing and spoke about the work of representatives during the pandemic. He agreed that more needed to be done but felt there was a need to provide credit to the efforts made. 
6.6 Josh restated that the responses numbers were small and felt that it was great feedback but that it was not representative. He felt that it was important to keep the effort up and make the SRC better. Carike asked whether it was possible to see the School’s responders were part of and Josh explained that was not captured for data protection reasons but there were two responses which mentioned Schools, one being Medicine and the other Dentistry. 
6.7 There was a discussion about next steps, Izuin informed members that the Engagement Committee would be discussing it and invited members to attend. Stewart added that there was a need to look at the SRC’s structure and resources. That there had been a desire to do more in the past but had always been a capacity issue. He added that the Trustees and management would need to review this. 
6.8 The Council discussed the survey further and there was some additional disappointment at the responses and that communication was a big problem. Josh highlighted that video feedback would be something to look into in the future. Carike spoke about the work she had done this year through creating a digital newsletter. Stewart provided a positive perspective on the members work this year. Martha asked School Presidents to continue to help signpost DUSA’s work and services and that will help raise more awareness and promote engagement.  
6.9 The Chair thanked the Council and closed discussions. 

7.0 Subcommittee update
7.1 The Chair asked for sub-committee updates. Izuin spoke about the Engagement committee and that it was awaiting the discussion around the survey and would be discussing its results. 
7.2 James provided an update about the On Campus Sub-Committee and that they had been focusing on the divestment motion but were also looking at the continuation of electronic ways of working when students return to campus. 
7.3 There was no update from Equality and Diversity Sub-Committee. 
7.4 Lauren Wilson updated the Council that the Life Sciences Career Fair went well. 

8.0 Question Time
8.1 No questions were received.

9.0 AOCB
9.1 Chair moved the meeting to the last item on the agenda and invited Dimitris to present his item. Dimitris explained that he wanted to bring up the recent events surrounding violence against women and felt that there had been a mistake during the Black Lives Matter movement and believed that the Council should make a statement of support.
9.2 Saffron responded that there had been communications put out from the Students’ Association and she was in discussions with the University. Saffron explained that they wanted to put out their newsletter earlier than normal. Saffron added that it was coming and she was concerned about sensationalizing the murder of Sarah Everard and wanted to do something that was respectful. Saffron informed members that she would be very happy to work with them to develop the response. 
9.3 The Chair suggested that a working group should be put together and asked for members to contact her if interested.
Action Point: SRC members to email the Chair if they wish to join the working group.  
9.4 There was some further discussion and Dimitris spoke about how he felt it was important to act as soon as possible.  
9.5 The Chair Invited Rebecca to speak and she informed the Council that nominations were open for this year’s elections. Rebecca added that all information was on the DUSA website and that candidates can contact the current postholders for information. 
9.6 The Chair asked Scott to speak to his item and he informed the Council that the annual awards were now open for nominations.
9.7 The Chair invited Megan to update the Council on Raise and Give (RAG) and Megan explained that there were RAG events on this month with a Cocktail making session tomorrow and the following Tuesday a Drag show and asked for support to promote the events.
9.8 Finally, Martha was invited to speak and she reminded members that the SLTA nominations were still open and that academic skills week was commencing. 
9.9 The Chair asked sub-committee to begin later to allow for a break and thanked everyone for their attendance and provided the next date of the meeting.




Councilor Voting 
	SRC Role
	Council Member
	Vote to support the Divest Barclays motion


	Dental President
	Calum Stewart
	For

	General Representative 
	Joshua Sutcliffe
	Against

	Science and Engineering President
	Conor Philip
	Against

	Employability Representative
	Laura van Overbeek Crusells
	For

	International Representative
	Elena Gastaldo
	For

	VPCC
	Saffron-Louise Cook
	For

	Health Sciences President
	Carike Barnardo
	For

	Environmental & Sustainability Representative 
	Lauren Geiser
	For

	Women’s Representative 
	Linda Oliora
	For

	Education & Social Work President
	Rachael Ross
	For

	Social Sciences President
	Dimitris Vidakis
	For

	DUSA President
	Scott Quinn
	For

	BME Representative 
	Zachariah Laari
	For

	Learning and Teaching Representative
	Sneha Thomas
	For

	VPSW
	Lauren Macgregor
	For

	VPE
	Izuin Abu Bakar
	For

	VPF
	Megan-Rose Birdsall
	For

	General Representative
	Shambhunath
	For

	Mature Representative 
	Kimberly Forsyth
	For

	Business President
	Benedict Leonard-Hawkhead
	For

	Life Sciences President
	Lauren Wilson
	For

	VPA
	Martha Umeh Ude-Eze
	Abstain

	VPR
	Rebecca Johnston
	For

	Equality, Diversity and Welfare Representative
	Faiza Shajani
	For

	LGBT+ Representative
	Chiara Ike
	For



	SRC Role
	Council Member
	Vote to amend Bye-Law 3 (International Student Eligibility)

	Educational & Social Work President
	Rachael Ross
	For

	General Representative
	Shambhunath -
	For

	Health Sciences President
	Carike Barnardo
	For

	DUSA President
	Scott Quinn
	For

	Employability representative
	Laura van Overbeek Crusells
	For

	VPR
	Rebecca Johnston
	For

	VPSW
	Lauren Macgregor 
	For

	Dental president 
	Calum  Stewart
	For

	VPCC
	Saffron-Louise Cook
	For

	Science and Engineering President
	Conor Philip
	For

	General Representative
	Joshua Sutcliffe
	For

	VPE
	Izuin Abu Bakar
	For

	BME Representative
	Zachariah Laari
	For

	Environmental & Sustainability  Representative
	Lauren Geiser
	For

	Social Sciences President
	Dimitris  Vidakis
	For

	International Representative
	Elena Gastaldo
	For

	VPA 
	Martha Umeh Ude-Eze
	For

	Mature Representative
	Kimberly Forsyth
	For

	Medicine President
	Christopher Marshall
	Abstain

	VPF
	Megan-Rose Birdsall
	For

	Business President
	Benedict Leonard-Hawkhead
	For

	Life Sciences President 
	Lauren Wilson
	Abstain

	Learning and Teaching Representative
	Sneha Thomas
	For

	LGBT+ Representative
	Chiara Ike
	For

	IMC
	Gigi Gan Jia Hui
	For

	Equality, Diversity and Welfare Representatives 
	Faiza Shajani
	For






