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Dundee University Students’ Association

Student Representative Council
Tuesday 8th December 2020, 1800hrs, Online via Microsoft Teams

	Permanent Members
Lois Glithero (Chair), 
Scott Quinn (President), 
Rebecca Johnston (Vice President Representation), 
Martha Umeh Ude-eze (Vice President Academia), 
Kellie Ioannou (Vice President Student Activities)
Saffron-Louise Cook (Vice President Comms & 
Campaigns)
Lauren Macgregor (Vice President Student Welfare), 
Megan Birdsall (Vice President Fundraising),
Stewart Squire (Democratic Support & Policy Coordinator),
Daniel Sayer (SU President)


SRC Councillors
Joshua Sutcliffe (General Rep)
Jia Hui (Gigi) Gan (Independent Member of Court& Vice-Chair),
Elena Gastaldo (International Rep)
Lauren Geiser (Environmental & Sustainability Rep)
Faiza Shajani (Equality, Diversity & Welfare Rep)
Chiara Ike (LGBT+ Rep)
Shambhunath (General Rep)
Laura Van Overbeek Crusells (Employability Rep)
Felicity Paterson (Disabilities Rep)

School Presidents
Rebecca Duff (DJCAD President)
Benedict Leonard-Hawkhead (Business School President)
Carike Barnardo (Health Sciences President)
Conor Philip (Science & Engineering President)
Christopher Beckett (Humanities President) 
Christopher Marshall (Medicine President)

	Minuted
    Rachael McAulay

Apologies
Izuin Hanis (Vice President Engagement)
Sneha Mary Thomas (Learning & Teaching Rep) 
Lewis Pull (Facilities Rep)
Rachael Ross (Education & Social Work President)
Calum Stewart (Dentistry President)
Eve McKinney (General Rep)
Lauren Wilson (Life Sciences President)
Dimitris Vidakis (Social Science President)

        
Non-Attendance
Zachariah Laari (BME Rep)
Linda Oliora (Women’s Rep)
Ammara Waqar (Taught Post Grad Rep)
Mia Williams (First Year Rep)


Guests/Speakers/Observers
Ann Brown (Societies Co-Ordinator)
Maciej Alexander (Head of Strategy)
Chris Gourlay (Head of Operations)
Megan Doherty (SVSO)
James Parker (SVSO)
Rebecca Cavanagh (SVSO)
Cheryl-Ann Cruickshank (DUSA CEO)
Olaf Ziegler (Chair of Trustees)

	
	

	
	
	ACTION
	BY

	
	CHAIRS WELCOME

Chair welcomes above. And notified the SRC of Sandy Kingston passing. CG announced that Sandy made a huge impact on the people and the organisation and worked for DUSA for over 20 years ending his career with DUSA and entering retirement in April of this year. Sandy was always innovative in pulling off motions and projects suggest by the students. He offered guidance and to support to all DUSA staff and students involved with DUSA.


	
	

	
	APOLOGIES 

The Chair expressed apologies from those listed above.

	
	

	3.
	MINUTES FROM 17.11.2020 MEETING – Paper A
  
Proposer: Gigi Gan
Seconder: VPSA – Kellie Ioannou

	



	



	4.
	FOR DISCUSSION

a) Transparency and Accountability – Paper B – Josh Sutcliffe
As a part of his policies when running for the SRC, JS wanted to make sure the SRC is transparent and communicative. With help from the Student Marketing Report, 2018. JS identified that only 19% of the responders know who the SRC are, what they aim to achieve and the perception of the SRC isn’t clear. These students wish to know who the SRC are and what motions are being raised. JS suggested a “viewing gallery” for the general student body to tap into meetings but  understands some of the logistics may be difficult to deliver. JS also suggested holding the councillors to account. This may seem drastic but it ensures that motions are implemented sufficiently and don’t fall aside when it hits a hurdle. SRC social media can be changed and involvement is encouraged as a suggestion from the repost, the student body would like to hear about motions and activity via social media. JS stated that the Bye Laws reflected the use of a viewing gallery and many actions on the Bye Laws are not being achieved. This is concerning as the Bye Laws are a minimum standard. 
VPR stated that she will circulate the Marketing Report JS has referred to, after this meeting. She stated that minutes from the last two years and the last 2 meetings are now available on the DUSA website.  Dates for semester 2 meetings will be uploaded for the rest of the year and online motions submissions will be utilised. VPR stated that she is also happy to share any content on social media if she receives items from any councillors. 
CB stated he was concerned that the information discussed can be relatively dull if students aren’t directly involved. He stated that the newsletter is a good way to condense information but still communicates the important topics. JS agrees with this statement but even if information isn’t exciting, at least it can be communicated. Gigi praised JS for his paper and VPR for her implementation of changes. JS sent his thanks to all those who took the time to assist him with the paper. Gigi asked the question if the minutes or a recording would be enough and students could read or watch these in their own time. JS agrees.

b) Dunfess – VPR
VPR encourages councillors to seriously consider not engaging with Dunfess in their capacity as SRC Representatives and to encourage students to use the representation system as a means of feedback. She also asks that any papers that come to the SRC as confidential aren't shared outside of the SRC, however content from non-confidential papers may be discussed with students for feedback purposes. 

c) The Future of DUSA 
CC introduced herself and gave a brief overview of her arrival at DUSA and her career history. She also gave a brief overview about the structure of DUSA, the officers, trustees and introduced the strategic review which is underway. The SRC were notified that being key stakeholders, their input into the strategic review will be vital.
MA introduced himself and his role within the organisation. He stated that the will be opportunities for students to have their say. He also stated that the Constitution requires a review and this will be done within the strategic review. MA requested volunteers to review the Bye Laws within a working group. MA has requested that anyone interested in being involved with the working group or the strategic review to contact him direct at malexander@dusa.co.uk 
Pres stated that these opportunities for big changes rarely come around and encourages SRC members to get involved in the process.

	






	









	5.
	FOR DECISION

a) Motion to establish a direct channel of communication between the SRC and the Student population – Paper C
Gigi gave a brief overview of the paper written by her with the assistance of other councillors. Gigi suggested twice a month student have direct access to the SRC to highlight any projects or concerns from the student body. VPSW praises the paper but has some concerns. VPSW asked how they will encourage people to come along to voice their concerns. VPSW also stated that the timings of the suggested access and frequency would struggle to fit into the Exec’s already very busy schedule. Gigi stated that the times and date are initial proposal and can be discussed. She also states that in person approach enables councillors to close the feedback loop. VPSW also stated that it would take a lot of admin to arrange these meetings for a possible dormant meeting. SS stated that in the past, SRC online gained engagement but the follow through never went anywhere. After the submissions, students didn’t want to take the proposal any further. SS suggested having a theme around each meeting to encourage engagement and specific ideas from the students in relation to the theme.
VPSA stated that the Exec strive to get feedback with very little engagement from students and wonder how the SRC will encourage conversation without being able to hide behind anonyms comments. She state that the reason Dunfess is so highly utilised by the student is because they can remain anonymous without repercussions. Gigi stated that this motion is not aimed at those who wish to remain anonymous but those who wish to engage with the council and meet directly with the council. JS stated that SS ideas of themes are a great idea that was overlooked and it would be a great way of creating engagement. He suggested that student could submit ideas or issues anonymously but councillors/exec/solos can publically take action on the submissions. VPCC also agrees with the ideas of themes but asked who would be taking it forward and implementing it on the website, sharing the media, creating the graphics and webpages? She also stated that any upkeep process would need to be rigours so that the work didn’t lose momentum when passed through the Exec officers when they change every year. Gigi stated that this is mainly to highlight the issues that the student body have. VPSW stated that the School Merger has had a huge reaction online anonymously but the student attendance has been very low. She recommended that work be done to change this outcome. SS stated that the SVSO’s that will take this forward will take some of the burden away from the officers, giving students adequate answers and Exec capacity for other work.
Gigi stated that she wishes to take away the comments and develop the motion to reflect the views and comments stated by other councillors. 
The motion will be voted on with the understanding that it will be developed and resubmitted to the next council meeting.
Vote Results:
For – 13
Against – 4
Abstain – 4

	
	

	6.
	STANDING ITEMS

a) Subcommittee update
Equality & Diversity – MD stated the BLM motion, raised in the last meeting, should be pushed and to deal with any issues that may  be raised rather than to not take a stance at all. There was a discussion regarding some social classes struggling to access help with funding.
On Campus – JP stated that a climate clock was discussed in regard to a countdown to when the university should be zero emissions. Maps have been added to the library to map out desks. Booking limits have been rescinded over the Christmas period and the study rooms are no longer bookable due to not being able to social distance. 
Education – RC stated that  the students seem to have concerns about printing costs being so high. Employability and education project implementation projects are also being discussed.
Engagement – RJ stated that they have discussed the SRC survey and  Q&A session for students that was brought forward by Gigi tonight and online submission forms.

b) Executive Question Time
None


	
	

	7.
	AOCB

a) Pres – tomorrow is the first student consultation regards this school merger. CB stated that all 3 or the school president involved in the merger are in the equality and diversity sub-committee and all 3 are categorically against the merger. Gigi stated that she have a vote on court regarding this merger and would like to request a meeting with the school presidents and DUSA president. Pres to action this.
b) VPA – SLTA nomination is now open and would like the school president to start advertising the fact.
c) Pres – Students may not be able to travel home due to covid and has stated that DUSA will be open during the Christmas period and will be serving Christmas dinner on Christmas day. The link for this is at www.dusa.co.uk/Christmasdinner.
d) Gigi – asked when the last meeting will be. Chair stated that it would be around May.

	





	

	9.
	NEXT MEETING

TBC- The dates will be confirmed before the Christmas period.

	
	




Vote Results

	Name
	Role
	Vote to Approve the editing of the Motion to Establish a Direct Channel of Communication between the Student Representative Council (SRC) & the Student Population.   

	Laura Van Overbeek Crusells
	Employability Rep
	For

	Josh Sutcliffe
	General Rep
	For

	Chiara Ike
	LGBT+ Rep
	For

	Lauren Geiser
	Environmental & Sustainability Rep
	For

	Shambhunath
	General Rep
	For

	Gigi Gan
	Independent Member of Court
	For

	Saffron-Louise Cook
	DUSA VPCC
	Abstain

	Scott Quinn
	DUSA President
	For

	Felicity Paterson
	Disabilities Rep
	Abstain

	Megan Birdsall
	DUSA VPF
	Abstain

	Christopher Beckett
	Humanities School President
	For

	Lauren Macgregor
	DUSA VPSW 
	Against

	Elena Gastaldo
	International Rep
	For

	Faizer Shajani
	Equality, Diversity & welfare Rep
	Abstain

	Benedict Leonard-Hawkhead
	Business School President 
	Against

	Dan Sayer
	Sports Union President
	For

	Martha Umeh Ude-eze
	DUSA VPA
	Against

	Kellie Ioannou
	DUSA VPSA
	Against

	Christopher Marshall
	Medicine President
	For

	Rebecca Johnston
	DUSA VPR
	For

	Rebecca Duff
	DJCAD School President
	For
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